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MINOR FESTIVALS IN CHRISTIAN WORSHIP 

In addition to major festivals (like Christmas and Easter) and 
seasons (like Advent and Lent), our Christian church calendar 
assigns specific calendar days to other “minor” festivals. The 
Lutheran reformers understood that there was great benefit 
in remembering the saints whom God has given to his church 
and in remembering their faith-filled deeds and words. The 
Apology (Defense) of the Augsburg Confession (Article XXI) 
gives three reasons to do so: (1) We thank God for giving 
faithful servants to his church and showing examples of his 
mercy. (2) Through such remembrance our faith is 
strengthened. When we see Peter’s denial of Christ forgiven, 
it teaches us that, where sin abounds, grace abounds all the 
more. (3) The saints are examples whose lives of faith we 
imitate in our own callings. 

ABOUT ST. JAMES THE ELDER, APOSTLE 

James, the Son of Zebedee and the brother of John, is called 
the Elder possibly because of his association with Peter and 
John as close associates of our Lord. James and his brother 
John were called Boenerges, “sons of thunder,” (Mark 3:17), 
presumably because of their impetuous spirit and flashing 
temper (Luke 9:49,54; Mark 10:37). James is the only apostle 
whose death is recorded in Scripture. Herod Agrippa in his 
attempt to please the Jews, had him beheaded in Jerusalem 
just before the Passover in 42 A.D. (Acts 12:1ff).  

A somewhat garbled legend tells than when his accuser (or 
the executioner who led him before the judgment seat) saw how courageously he 
accepted death, he confessed the Christian faith and begged James’ forgiveness. The 
Apostle kissed him and said, “Peace be unto you.” Both were then beheaded.  
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Growing in Faith and Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all People 

TTTTODAYODAYODAYODAY’’’’S S S S WWWWORSHIPORSHIPORSHIPORSHIP    
elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today, whether in person or online. 
What a blessing to gather as God’s people around his Word and Sacraments. In 

these gifts, God promises that his Holy Spirit is at work to bless us.   

 Large Print Service Folders are available. See an usher if this will aid in your 
worship. 

 Our ushers are wearing name tags. If you have any questions, they are happy to 
help you find an answer. Restrooms are located off the church and school hallways 
and in the Church Library.  

 Worship Connection Cards: We ask all who have joined us today, whether online or 
in person, to complete a card to leave a record of your worshipping with us. 
Complete a card located in your pew and drop it in the offering plate, or complete a 
Worship Connection Card online at tinyurl.com/RLCWorshipCard. Thank you! 

 The Offering is an opportunity for us to thank the Lord for all his 
blessings to us by giving a portion of our income in support of his 
gospel ministry. If you are a guest today, you may participate in the 
offering. But please don’t feel obligated. Worshippers may place 
their offering in one of the plates at the door or use the QR Code on 
the right to give a gift electronically (one-time or recurring). 

 Precautions: Thank you for showing love to those worshipping with you today by: 
 Sitting only in the green-taped pews (8:00 service). 
 Refraining from shaking hands if you are not comfortable doing so or if you are 

not feeling well today.  
 Being respectful of those who may take a different approach than you do. 
 Visiting outside with other worshippers, when possible. 

 Prayer before Worship: Dearest Savior, your carried your cross to save me. Through 
your Word today, give me strength and joy to follow in faith wherever you lead, no 
matter what the cost. Amen.  

W
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CLOSING PRAYER 

M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

CCCC    Amen. 

BLESSING  

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.  

 
 

Please be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give 
 Christian Worship 542 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

Minister .......................................................................................................  Pastor Timothy Wagner 

Organist ................................................................................................................. Mr. Rob Romberg 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Take and Eat 
 Christian Worship Supplement 741 

 

Please stand. 

THANK THE LORD8 

 
  

                                                 
8 This canticle soars with praise and shouts of thanksgiving. It leads believers from the hour of worship to the 

mission characteristic of their everyday lives, as we “tell everyone what he has done.” 

Thank Thank Thank Thank thethethethe    LordLordLordLord: Tune: Richard HIllert © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under 
OneLicense #A-712433. 
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Festival of St. James the Elder, Apostle 

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 

++++        GATHERING  ++++    

OPENING HYMN Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul 
  Christian Worship 238 

Please stand. 

GREETING1 

Minister: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

CCCCongregation: And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

c Holy and merciful Father,  

I confess that I am by nature sinful,  

and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  

But I am truly sorry for my sins,  

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:  

Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

                                                 
1 When the pastor faces the altar and cross, he is speaking as one of the people and/or representing the 

people. When he faces the people, he is speaking God’s words as his representative. 
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ABSOLUTION 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

CCCC  Lord, have mercy. 

 

M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

CCCC  Christ, have mercy. 

 

M For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

CCCC   Lord, have mercy. 

 

M Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your 

tender care: 

CCCC  Amen. 

 

M The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

O LORD, OUR LORD2 

 

                                                 
2 This canticle gleams as a vibrant song of praise and provides an outlet of thanksgiving to God for all that he 

has accomplished for us through Christ: “O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth” 
(Psalm 8:1)        

O Lord, Our LordO Lord, Our LordO Lord, Our LordO Lord, Our Lord: Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-712433. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)7 

 

Please be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION 
All confirmed members of Riverview or another WELS or ELS congregation are invited to approach the altar 

at the direction of the ushers to receive holy communion.  

For those needing gluten-free wafers or preferring not to receive the bread directly from the communion 

assistant, trays of both are available in side aisles. Take one as you approach the altar, and receive it when 

directed by the communion assistant. White grape juice is also available in the center of each tray of wine.  

Wine/juice cups and papers from individual wafers may be discarded in the wooden receptacle in the center 

aisle. 

                                                 
7 O Christ, Lamb of GodO Christ, Lamb of GodO Christ, Lamb of GodO Christ, Lamb of God: Music: © 1991 David Schack. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-712433. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

4 
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++++        THE WORD  ++++    

PRAYER OF THE DAY3 

M Let us pray.  

O gracious God, we remember today your servant James, who readily followed the calling of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and was first among the Twelve to suffer martyrdom for his name. 

Enable the leaders of your Church to forsake all false and passing allurements and follow him 

alone, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

CCCC Amen. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST LESSON 1 Kings 19:9-18 
9
 There he went into a cave and spent the night.  

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  
10

 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites 

have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with 

the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”  
11

 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, 

for the LORD is about to pass by.”  

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks 

before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an 

earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 
12

 After the earthquake came a fire, 

but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 
13

 When Elijah 

heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the 

cave.  

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  
14

 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites 

have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with 

the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”  

 

                                                 
3 Almost all of the Prayers of the Day end with the words “…through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you [the Father] and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.”  These words refer to the 
resurrection of Christ, the reason for our worship and prayers. 
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Please stand. 

        ++++ THE SACRAMENT  ++++    

PREFACE 

M The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you.  

 

M Lift up your hearts.  

C We lift them up to the Lord.  

 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. By his saints and witnesses of the past he encourages us to run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us and to live in righteousness and peace.  

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory for ever and ever: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)6 

 

                                                 
6 Christ has destroyed death and demolished the bonds of Satan. With this song, we join the thousands of 

angels and all Christians who have died in faith to sing a song of praise to God, who is worthy of our highest 
worship. 

Holy, Holy, HolyHoly, Holy, HolyHoly, Holy, HolyHoly, Holy, Holy: Tune: © 1991 David Schack. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-712433. 
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For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Please be seated.    

++++        PRAYERS AND PRAISE  ++++ 

OFFERING 
Members of our congregation give offerings in thankful response to God’s blessings and in support of our 

ministry and mission locally and around the world. Those who wish may place their offering in the plates 

near the exits or give using the alternate means described on page 1.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Prayers and petitions are spoken by the minister. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

cccc Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

6 

15
 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of 

Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 
16

 Also, anoint Jehu son 

of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to 

succeed you as prophet. 
17

 Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, 

and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 
18

 Yet I reserve seven 

thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and whose mouths 

have not kissed him.”  

 
M The Word of the Lord. 

CCCC Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Matthew 5:10 

M Alleluia. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. Alleluia. 

SECOND LESSON Acts 11:27 – 12:3a 
11:27

 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
28

 One of 

them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine 

would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 
29

 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters 

living in Judea. 
30

 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.  
12:1

 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, 

intending to persecute them. 
2
 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the 

sword. 
3
 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize 

Peter also.  

M The Word of the Lord. 

CCCC Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY By All Your Saints Still Striving4 
  Christian Worship 552, st. 1,15,3 

 
                                                 
4 By All Your Saints Still StrivingBy All Your Saints Still StrivingBy All Your Saints Still StrivingBy All Your Saints Still Striving: Text: Horatio B. Nelson, 1823-1919, from The Hymnal 1982 © 1985 The Church 

Pension Fund, used by permission of Church Publishing, Inc., under OneLicense #A-712433.  
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SERMON Willing to Risk It All 
Mark 10:35-45 

35
 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we 

want you to do for us whatever we ask.”  
36

 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.  
37

 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your 

glory.”  
38

 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink 

or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”  
39

 “We can,” they answered.  

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I 

am baptized with, 
40

 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places 

belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”  
41

 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 
42

 

Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of 

the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 
43

 Not 

so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 
44

 

and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 
45

 For even the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Please stand. 

NICENE CREED5 

c We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

 

                                                 
5 The Nicene Creed is one of three “ecumenical creeds” professed by all Christian denominations. It was 

crafted to express the clear truths of Scripture in opposition to the Arian heresy, which denied that the Lord 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit are God. The Nicene Creed originated at the First Council of Nicaea (325 A.D.) and 
was finalized at the First Council of Constantinople (381 A.D.). 


