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Mission Statement: Growing in Faith and  

Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ with All People 

Professing Our Faith 

We changed it up this year. Instead of having a 

public confirmation examination, we decided to 

encourage the young people being confirmed to put 

their faith into their own words. We asked each of the 

confirmands to write an essay – four or five paragraphs 

describing why the confirmation verse they chose was 

meaningful to them and how it would encourage them 

in their walk of faith. 

I don’t think we could have anticipated the way that 

these students so beautifully expressed their faith. 

In humble sincerity, these young people expressed 

their trust in the unchanging truths of the Scriptures. 

They spoke with confident faith in their status as 

redeemed, forgiven children of God. They showed an 

understanding that their growth in faith is just 

beginning and a desire to continue to grow and learn. 

They asked for prayers, knowing that the devil, the 

world, and their sinful flesh will seek in countless ways 

to derail their faith and drag them into hell. And they 

displayed the sure hope that the Lord will guard them 

and guide them through this earthly life and into eternal 

life. I encourage you to visit our YouTube page to hear 

many of them read their essays in our chapel service on 

April 30. 

How much joy it brings to see fellow Christians 

doing what Christians do. St. Paul wrote: “It is with 

your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is 

with your mouth that you profess your faith and are 

saved” (Romans 10:10). 

As Christians, we use our mouths to profess the 

faith that is in our hearts. We do that when we gather in 

worship, when we discuss the Scriptures in Bible study, 

when fellow Christians with the truths we know, and 

when we talk about our Savior to those who don’t yet 

know him. That’s what Christians do! 

A week ago, our congregation approved a proposal 

to purchase the Fox Valley Nursery property and to 

make plans to expand our current facility. We also 

approved a ministry plan for 2021-22 and authorized 

another divine call to teach in our school. We pray that 

these things will help us to do what Christians do – to 

profess our faith together in the God who loves and 

saves us. Let’s commit ourselves to coming together in 

that cause for Christ. 

At the same time, let’s commit personally to 

renewing and growing our understanding of the 

precious truths that we profess. And let’s commit to 

using our lives and voices to share our hope in our own 

homes, neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, and 

wherever we go. As St. Peter writes, “Always be 

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Peter 

3:15). 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Tim Wagner 

 

Ministry News 

 

➢ Divine Call Decisions  

 Miss Barb Arndt has accepted the call to serve part-

time as 2nd grade teacher at Riverview. 

 Mrs. Sarah McElroy has accepted the call to serve 

part-time as Preschool teacher at Riverview. 

 Mrs. Amy Larson has returned the call to serve at 

St. Paul, Algoma, and will remain at Riverview. 

 Mrs. Amber Guthmiller has returned the call to 

teach grades 3-4 at Riverview and will remain at St. 

Martin, Watertown, SD . 

 

➢ Call Services 

Riverview is requesting the assignment of a graduate 

from Martin Luther College to teach grades 3-4 in our 

school through the synod’s Assignment Committee. The 

Commencement and Call service will be livestreamed 

at livestream.com/mlc-streams on Saturday, May 15, at 

10:00 am. 

Riverview member Joshua Frailing will be assigned as 

a vicar (pastoral intern) for 2021-22. The Vicar Call 

service will be livestreamed at livestream.com/wlslive 

on Wednesday, May 19, at 7:00 pm. 

 

➢ Recent Membership Changes 

Profession of Faith:  Zachary Proctor  

Adult Confirmation:  Leanne Proctor  

Baptism:   Meredith Proctor 

Transfers 

to Mt. Olive, Appleton: Jodi and Jordyn Frailing  
to Mt. Calvery, Menasha: Bonnie Heimlich 

QR Giving Code 

https://youtube.com/c/riverviewlutheran
http://livestream.com/mlc-streams
http://livestream.com/wlslive
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➢ Meet Our New Members  

Welcome! Zach and Leanne Proctor and their 

daughter, Meredith. Pastor Wagner had the honor of 

confirming Leanne and baptizing Meredith on April 18. 

Zach is employed ar Amcor 

and is a medic in the Army 

National Guard. Leanne 

works in customer service at 

ProAmpac. Meredith is in 

the 4th grade here at 

Riverview. The Proctor 

family loves being outdoors. 

They enjoy bike rides and 

campfires. They love animals, especially their 3 dogs 

and cat. They are looking forward to growing in their 

faith and being involved in our school and church!  

 

➢ Our Ministry is Growing 

On Sunday, April 25, the voters of Riverview Lutheran 

Church approved making an offer to purchase the Fox 

Valley Nursery property (between Riverview and 

Oneida Street). They also voted to establish a Building 

Committee and Capital Campaign Committee to begin 

making plans to add at least four classrooms and make 

other updates and renovations to our building. Pray that 

God will bless us, as we pursue the opportunities he 

gives us to keep growing in faith and sharing the saving 

love of Christ with our community. Watch for ways to 

support these efforts with your gifts and abilities. 

   

➢ Confirmation and Bible Gifts 

Thirteen young adults are being confirmed in the 

Christian faith on Sunday, May 2. As part of class gifts 

from this and previous classes, they are also giving 

Bibles to those completing first grade this year. (If your 

first grader did not receive a Bible, contact the office.) 

Please pray for all of these young Christians, that God 

may bless them, as they continue to grow in his Word.  

 

➢ May Door Offering  

Our May door offering will support Academia Cristo 

(Christ Academy), a multi-faceted WELS ministry to 

reach Spanish-speakers in Latin America and around 

the world with the Word of God. Through a mobile app 

and online courses, as well as distance and face-to-face 

training, thousands of people are hearing God’s Word 

and being equipped to share the gospel and plant 

churches in their communities. Give a gift to support 

this work in the door offering on Sunday, May 16, or 

anytime during May by marking “Academia Cristo” or 

“Christ Academy” on the “other” line of your offering. 

Learn more at wels.net/academia-cristo. 

➢ LWMS 

The 32 congregations in our mission circuit contributed 

$10,700 for Outreach to Roma (Gypsy) ministry in 

Bulgaria and WELS Campus Ministry. Riverview’s 

offering totaled $610.00. Thank you for your generous 

support. Our speaker was Mr. Jerry Worden, staff 

minister at Divine Word in Plover, WI, a congregation 

offering campus ministry at UW-Stevens Point. Visit 

wels.net to find a campus ministry location for you or a 

family member, as well as to add the name of college 

student to the campus ministry database (wels.net/refer). 

 

➢ Ascension Worship 

Join us in celebrating our Savior’s ascension in special 

services on Thursday, May 13, at 3:30 (masks required) 

and 6:30 pm (masks optional). Sign up online to attend. 

 

➢ Graduation Service 

The Graduation Service for Riverview Lutheran School 

8th grade class of 2021 will be held in the Activity 

Center (gymnasium) on Thursday, May 27, at 6:30 pm. 

Sign up online to attend. 

 

➢ New Hymnal Fund Drive 

A new Christian Worship hymnal will be available in 

the fall of 2021. So far, $5940 has been received to 

purchase copies of the hymnal and related resources. 

Thank you! Those who wish may continue to give 

using the envelopes on the blue counter or in your 

mailbox, or by indicating “hymnals” on the other line of 

your offering. The total needed is about $9000. Gifts 

that exceed immediate needs will be used to purchase 

additional copies of hymnals or related resources for the 

church or school. Learn more about the new hymnal at 

christianworship.com.  

 

➢ Year to Date Offerings - 7/1/2020-3/31/2021 

 Actual Budget Difference 

General $500,958.83 $475,216.47 +$25,742.36 

Building $121,294.20 $99,349.38 +$21,944.82 

Synod $21,689.78 $28,539.09 -$6,849.31 

FVL $12,873.61 $17,889.84 -$5,016.23 

TOTAL $656,816.42 $620,994.78 +$35,821.64 

 

➢ Average Weekly Attendance 

 Worship Bible 

Study In Person Online (worship cards) 

January 156 69 16 

February 152 78 15 

March 180 56 11 

April 255 40 14 
 

https://wels.net/academia-cristo/
https://www.wels.net/refer
https://www.christianworship.com/

